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Hon Kate Doust; Hon Michael Mischin 

BUILDING COMMISSION — WHITE SET PLASTER WORKING PARTY 

1306. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Commerce: 
I refer to the September 2002 Building Disputes Tribunal decision in Massie v Peter Stannard Homes [2002] 
WABDT 8 (8 March 2002) that found that the white set plaster was too soft.  

(1) What has the Building Commission done to determine whether defective white set plaster is a problem 
throughout the industry?  

(2) How many consumer complaints were received in relation to white set plaster — 

(a) prior to the establishment of the White Set Plaster Working Party in May 2014; and 

(b) since establishing the working group?  

(3) Has the commission investigated how many newly built homes will be affected by defective white set 
plaster since the establishment of the working group?  

(4) When will the report of the working group be released to the public?  

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) The Building Commission was invited to join a working group established by Master Painters and 
Decorators Australia 12 months ago. Technical officers from the Housing Industry Association and the 
Master Builders Association of Western Australia, along with representatives from plaster and paint 
suppliers and manufacturers, plasterers and painters, are also members of the working group. The 
working group has undertaken various tests to examine the composition and application of white set 
plaster and the paint coatings applied to that substrate. Those tests indicate that when the white set 
plaster is mixed and applied in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations, the substrate is 
suitable to receive a paint coating system; that is, undercoat and top coats.  

(2) The Building Commission’s complaints database does not allow the extraction of data required to 
answer this question within the required time frame.  

(3) Refer to (1). To date, testing by the working group indicates that the white set plaster is not defective. 
The substrate—that is, the white set plaster when mixed and applied in accordance with manufacturers’ 
recommendations—is suitable to receive a paint coating system.  

(4) I am informed that Master Painters and Decorators Australia intends to publish a report of the findings 
of the working group, and is expected to do so in mid-2016.  
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